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High-performance fast motion estimation algorithm for H. 264/AVC
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Abstract; In order to reduce the computation of motion estimationl( ME) module, this paper presented a novel fast ME algo-
rithm for H. 264/AVC with an early termination strategy and an adaptive search range method. The proposed algorithm adopted
generalized motion vector predictors and multiple search patterns to ensure good quality. Experimental results show that the pro-
posed algorithm can highly speed up video coding. It have saved 65.42% and 32.76% on average of motion estimation time
compared to FS and UMHexagonS respectively, and have been negligible objective quality degradation compared to FS.

Key words: H.264/AVC; motion estimation; early termination; search range; motion vector; multiple search patterns

H.264/AVC 2 1SO/IEC MPEG Fi1 ITU-T 2 [&] i %2 i 5
LT AR . 5 LA B b v A LE , 78 G A5 5T AR () I
H. 264/AVC A LT )R 50% WIS, SR H ISR m #2
e LARGINR 2 A 2 B S AN 1, LA e R 2 & L 263 11
4.5 451 o BB TR i G R i S 4, BT I8 2 i)
I [H] (84> H. 264/ AVC G fith 25 2 5% 1 (8] (1 60%  (— 2%
W) ~80% (TAZHW) > HILFEEE R D i i 46 T
PR S Al T AR IR A BB T,

ot DR EN TR L T 2R, LR R R =2
1822 (three-step search) ¥ i f14% 2% ( diamond search) 3 | 4k
X EIE AR (2D logarithm search) 545 X SEH P AEAL BN IS 5
PRAAF 51 8O FURCAF | TR K2 S AT 51 ROR A BILAEL, 25
G BN R AP . UMHexagonS FETE—E R it T
X — [l (H R A S A FE AT AR o

UTSEAE VFZATFE (ANSCHRL3 ~ 6 1) B T anfaf 1812 g fili
TR R b ) 2 AT 26 1k SR e HL 264/ AVC 1) #8882 15
TEYR VL AR, 2 UCECAAN /N T g5 5 S ISR T4 R T TR
{H (early termination threshold, ETT) Bt, n] A >4 Fij $8 & 19
FA R AR AR, AR TR S AT s Skt
MR, FTOL, i T ORI S B P BE 1 401 2R )R AT BB/ ETT 1y i
ERPREREE,

1 H. 264/ AVC (112 gl Al T 72 v 48 R0 B — ks 2 [E
SE 1Y, AN SRR ALY 51 14 5 P Bl 25 R R 4 RV L, gk el
AR e B e A2 3 5 &, 194 48 R AUB, DN R A 2 B 1
AR SCHERLT ~ 10 ] 48t i 48 - 30 [ ) A 2 S e B R B T

i EE: 2011-07-12; f£EBHI: 2011-09-09

e — M PAY 2 2 9 A B8 3R 11912 2l 2% e (M) B R/ ok il A2 18 R
W SRR MV I ARG 2 — DRI R,

336 S DR SRy 22 AR A A S S AT S R X B A 57 B 4 T 2%
A
1 AXHEE

A SRR X LA LA i ) R T — AN R AT R
W, S Az sh R R TN LA RS [F) 48 AR A 35 N 4 R
ORI AT VG I, AT LA SO B ARZ S Al R o

T H.264/AVC H TLELRAN R EUE LR

J(mv,XA) =SAD(s,c(mv)) + AR( mv - pmv) (1)
ot mv 3R 5 1 HT gu i et T VL EC A He g MV 5 pmv 2 5
Kim s SAD (s, c(mv) ) 7R P B DG FE 75 B B 46 X 3 22 Rl A R
P BA H B8, A SR A IS ECA 2 el X (1) 31545 30,

RZAL R BN NV A IR T, XL AR 5 4 O de
MV,

1.1 WMNXREREE

UHT AR 7 B ARAR 1 B8 T IRl — A ik sl P 3 12 3
ARRIE , AT Z A TEAR 5 A8 SAR M o BEBsE, [R]— Wt P 19
C 4t ARS8 E 1 MV LR e AT AP E T 26 5 MV, B TS
HERAME LU R o AEAR S, TR — T P 2 SR A A By 2 i 2
W2 A b B B AR AR, 430N a b e d,
HiZsh K& MV, MV, MV, fi MV, g2 (1) 4351
HE MV, MV, MV, MV, Ft MV, AL TEECAAN A Fe /)

EER T : £081(1986-) , 5 T AJHMA, LB R &, TRAGTH & A 45 & 2 22 5 AL 4 4 (mxmhhh @ 163. com) ; 86,77 3 (1958-) , B, %

B, ML, TR G ABRANK R R A BT 5 AR % 75,



%4 3

2L — AT H.264/AVC 8 P AL b ik iE S AE ok

- 1599 -

1 9% A Ry 23 B0 2k ik, 30 PMIV,

LT SR 7 AR AR 1 B8 TR [l (9 14 5T HLABCE A
[l 3z S, BT AR DG FL A, i PMV, B S50 00 e 1
Ao B IEYIARIZ S, 51 HT— WORH R 07 e S 1
A T ARSR Y MV, i X (1) 238 B3R A MV 4R
PIVERCAR A , AN Je /N A A ISR T 2 i, 18 PMV,,,, 0 24
LL PMV,, i 5 04T 18 R 45 3 1 i /N IEECAL A /N T ETT
B, LA PMV,, i S A T &, B o P R 48 R A5 21 Y DT i
AR/ N MV Sy MV

WNFRa.b.c.d WELEHHO<SN<4),Is_Correlated
FORARGRH MV 2 [H] 2 15 A mAH OGP, Hoe LInh

) WMFN=3 FEHX T Yije la,b,c,dl i, &L

IMV; - MV;| <Cth

MIFRSBHLY MV (AR CTE R L Is_Correlated = 1,

b)) HAW I O AR SR PR ) MV 2Z [] 1 AH AL, Ts_Corre-
lated =0,
1.2 ETTHIIHE

H. 264/ AVC SCFRFEFA [ R AR IR 1 25 e (RSF O 16
x 16 4 %) s EIH Tz ahfliit. | 5enl DR 2 i #h
— 16 x 16, 8L~ 16 x 8, 5Bi 1 8 x 16, 5 DU 8 x 8 fljdk;
XFEEA8 x 8 W LLjE— LK 730 8 x4 .4 x 8 Fll 4 x4 X =
R

UHT SR P S 5T WA )7 B T AH OGP
B, 16 x8 .8 x 16 18 x 8 Yy J,., 5@ Z 1Y J,,., 40
PERC R L8 x4 4 x 8 Fil 4 x4 Heily J,,,, SHITEI 8 x8 i1 J,,,,
MISEPER R o RO AIARS IS 3 B A , BT LA SCEE T
HETT WA eI 1, B BTN . B Thy [Th, Thy [Th, \Ths
The 1 Th, 4355278 16 x 16 .16 x8 8 x 16 .8 x8 8 x4 4 x 8 fl14
x4 YLy ETT, Fiiiag 550 1,16 x 16 ey ETT & SCh

Thy =min{J, . Jy0) »Jiy Jue) s Juay | (2)

Fodr o g, FIRET— WO R AL B R J i s Tia) oy o i
TP FARAABIR a bie.d 1 o A (2) W& SOEBA T,
i d/MEAE R S S 2 B ETT,

HAth 5 Herty ETT & LAnF

Th,=C, +4,,ie[2,7] (3)
J X
% i=2,3,4

C; = J (4)
% i=5,6,7
2 i=2,3,5,6

Si:{ (s)
4 i=4,7

HorP g1 T Ty s 3B 53 16 x 16 18 x 8 Bl 54,
KBS Th, o MR LR — T YL R EIRY T, L Th,
R UL Th, AT REI RN B0 A K45 BEA B AR DU 3 24 32 55
Th, LLBEGAR R T — A i) — B Bt Hh B AR 15 005 Fe 2
UM Th, nIRELS @ A5 2UAY T, AT RE HESEBR 0 42 JR fee/IME R TP
2, B8 2 A Th, o G027 B BT E 21 18 ey &

AT A, =05 85I A, =2-(Jy, = Th) .
1.3 WREENITE
PRI B A2 SR 10 MV AN, 24

FARARERAY MV EEBEICIT, 24 Aif 2 5 B 1) MV 52 1 AT RE
o SRMT— AR MV A BRE 2 — DRI KB, X

S R A8 2R M0 o5 AN S SR T M o S o5 7 B 45 1 T 2
Lo T, T A5 Ry (13, 12) 100 224 i G % B 28 5 e D e
RGP MV 2 (13,12) , BhER/N R 0 138 R 6 1
RLUERERLAE MV, LA SCRI MV, .MV, MV, i MV,
TN R 2R S R Y KD

AR AR S REE B, AHARERAG MV 15 T 46 £ 114 22
EARARAR/IN, S Z M P REAR A o Ay T AT okt f 81 48 2 Y Tl ik
JINTI 7 A B K TR 22 ) 5 L 2 2B AR SCHC MV, (M, MV, il
MV, 55 FUI R o A8 s 250 1 5 R ABAVE R 1 ZR V] search_range
RN, 58 IR

search_range = max| | MV,,, - PMV,1,IMV,., - PMV, 1}
ieia,b,c,d} (6)

Hrr MV, Fl MV, 2718 MV, R AR FT AR bR, PMV, Rl
PMV, 4350 100 % A AR AR AN A Ak b o 20 (6) THEEA5 211
MHTHE R N1 K5 F 2 x search_range [ 5 TE X35
1.4 BEHETEENER

YAASBHLIZ B AR GRS B I, PMV, 25 T HUBORS A 11
T, R AR A PMV, 1 RN 4 115 25 5 B )32 21543k v /s
B (1PMV,, | <4) FIKIZs(1PMV,, | >4) , HRI5E sk
INEEFEA R R AR (1 1 ~ &1 3) .

A%
LSRR,
.y

K1 A5 K2 oNilie K3 LAy
B B FEIEAE AR

AR (6) AR I R E R T R, 45
RoFHey ETT B 1.2 P i AR EAS 8] . k4 F i =Fb
TR «

a)ls_Correlated =1 HIPMV, | <4, #ZRHEFWMT

(a) Lh PMV,, Ry b 48 2% rpons, i 2 e me 48 a0 /b
ETT, 2 [F 2 BN BT TR (D) .

(D) HFF—B KN T BN TR (B DR, R
TR AE (PEEAR M 5 s IEEACA /N T ETT 58 2R b
L, LR R A Y AT B AR AR RVE N, DL S ol
FELED)  BEWEFHEELE(e) .

(¢) R T it — 2 i G DR 49 2% 915 L5 /0N I 77 A8 35 R TR0 15
ZERINE O T RG] search _range ++ , DL 24 i fie £ 5 Ay
DTN FIE AR 2R, B30 R S T f AR A /N T
ETT e fE S A o Fds e S A RE RSN = FE I 2 —
1k, &R,

b)Is_Correlated =1 H.IPMV, | >4, ZELHINTF .

(a) Lh PMV,, by 46 48 2% b, n 2 0t me 4% 0 /b
ETT, 2 82 ST R (b) o

(b) HHAT— KKy 2 7SR (18 2) 8 2%, aniiY
AR AE 5 DS I /N T ETT, 03822 W S i o
RO, TR () s IR Y B R S 7RI I Y, DL
SN LEELED)  EMBE LT () .

() ZETIHIE a) L8R (o) MARTR R A, 38 ZR7E [l search_
range ++ , LUY TR AR SO o0 AT N B AR R, EE
A% s IS BN /N T ETT Jefd s e o Fid A i AR 3 R
JLHEANX = FEIE Z — R 1k o A0SR 2 i e R A DT AL AR A /N




- 1600 -

it F R R AR

% 29 k&

T ETT, 2 R Z RNEAT 23R (d) o

(d) RS R a5 0 0 BEAT — R U AT 359 A (4 R E A
(I 3) R, AR,

c)ls_Correlated =0, HJSHhATIEIE b) I RGAE, 142
YRS BEARHTIEN oy o DR Joiay /DT ETT, 28
1R WA PMV,, = PMV,,, Y b) i Rk, 73
I BRAERVCEAMN N Jointem o TR Joinom) /N T ETT, U
rinteny RBLE) MV A S A2 MV 5 82U FEAE T iy T S iy 5 B
BUNERILE MV e MV,

2 ZRRERDN

A SRR SRAE IM 9. 6 AURS S B, dli it 5 UMHexagonS
PLK FS LA T LR ST L RO TERE o EIREAS CIF A
FIAIART 51 A AL 2R B8 QP 433118 20 24 28 Fi1 32 4544 T 4
i 200 it 47030, 326 B9 I K )37 31 ( mother&daughter | fore-
man  bus .mobile ) B A 558 L F M, HA, mother&dughter 75
s, Nz sh IR EEA K, 8 T/N2 37 91 ; foreman J2 45
BT, NGk 14328 3 s bus J& KIZ 3741 ; mobile 12 5)
EXFw, HiiG 2N sk, 5kt fEB s, R RN R
Zo WA 30 fps, 2% WIEOR S, R LR 7y S,
RAGMIZER Y IPPPP 21200 16 8 R, R i 2 5 i 1]
BOAME . 2 LI E , BIE Coh BUE N 4,

ST B I 5 15 51 A9 PSNR 1S 2R A1IE B Ak 1 RE A
AT T Geit, IR T A UL A XS FS Fl UMHexagonS 5%
i) PSNR 35t (APSNR) 5 Z 38 11 H 43 L (Arate ) DL K iz gy 4k
TEFER I T 23 L CAMT) , FFAERR 1 ~ 4 g 1 AH D #Y %
o R IvER EMERRI N, 1 ERR

F1 QP =20 WEEMRELE

i APSNR Arate/ % AMT/ %
izl FS UMHS FS UMHS FS UMHS
m&d -0.007  -0.005 -0.18 -0.357 -60.19 -17.51
foreman  —0.004  0.006 0.544 0.311 -59.61 -27.72
bus -0.003  0.002 0.473 0.376 -73.36  -35.81
mobile  —-0.003  -0.001 0.065 0.081 ~-72.68 -38.37
2 QP =24 BIRELMERELLER
W APSNR Arate/% AMT/%
2l FS UMHS FS UMHS FS UMHS
m&d -0.012  -0.01 -0.122  -0.034  -59.47 -22.92
foreman  —0.006  0.005 0.631 0.591 -57.61 -28.21
bus -0.002  0.002 0.764 0.443 -73.76 -37.45
mobile  -0.004  -0.001 0.046 0.012 -73.33  -39.94
*3 QP =28 FRLIERE LR
W APSNR Arate/% AMT/ %
27 FS UMHS FS UMHS FS UMHS
m&d -0.01  -0.005 0.051 0.451 -57.99 -22.98
foreman -0.006 0.011 1.317 1.203 -54.31 -29.65
bus -0.003  0.003 1.211 0.812 —-74.27 -39.14
mobile  -0.002  -0.001 0.119 0.076 ~-73.48 -41.09
£4 QP =32 WML
W APSNR Arate/ % AMT/ %
izl FS UMHS FS UMHS FS UMHS
m&d -0.018 -0.011 1.433 1.141 -55.56 -23.05
foreman ~ —0.008  0.037 2.585 2.45 -51.74 -31.09
bus -0.005  0.007 1.157 0.837 -75.58 -43.91
mobile  —0.004  —0.002 0.096 0.382 —-73.81 -45.39

M1 ~4 FTLIE 0T AR R]EE 3l KNl 5 5 A9 A0
WA SCR AR AR AL R AT AR AR IR FR L W i e . 5
FS BYLAH EL, L PSNR 35 Z [#4IK 0. 018, -3 AIK 0. 006, X &
FeE PRI A5 T2 119 5 ) B T D 220 5 R SR TINAR /), e KA i
2.585% ,F-H4{H K 0. 637% , JT 45 L FE A AAE 5 35 3 ik e
W TR 2 m 1T 75.58% F-IAMH K 65.42% o R LA SC
BPAEARES FS Bk B B i e fE A Wi BB 2 B K
IR . 5 UMHexagonS 5364 L , 76 55 2 UG5 2 AL 3R 42
ST 2 I/ 45. 39% 14932 S Al 11 a], SE 315 4
32.76% .

3 HRiE

ASSCER XS H. 264/ AVC Hiz Zyfili i) & 155 52 2% B )
PR AEIE S A T AR T A 5 7 B 9 2R 3 B R 2R 0K
W AT 44 AN S A R i, I HL g AT — WUAR ) 57 15 Fry e S F
TR AEA DA ARAR R MV LR o 0 O e R, [ A
TR A RN R A RIS A T R . SEIma iR, 5
FS Fil UMHexagonS F3 M U , AR SCH-EAAE ARAIE 2 % 52 it 1 17 0
LA RAR T H. 264/AVC B3I E AR . NIk, AT
R —FE S H. 264/ AVC 1 AUz s Al 512
Sk
[1] LAPPALAINEN V, HALLAPURO A, HAMALAINEN T D, Optimiza-

tion of emerging H. 261 video encoder[ C]//Proc of IEEE Workshop

on Signal Processing Systems. 2001 ;:406-415.

[2] CHEN Zhi-bo,ZHOU Peng,HE Yun. JVT-FO17, fast integer pel and
fractional pel motion estimation for JVT[ S].2002.

[3] YANG Li-bo, YU K, LI Jiang, et al. An effective variable block-size
early termination algorithm for H. 264 video coding[ J]. IEEE Trans
on Circuits and Systems for Video Technology,2005,15(6) .
784-788.

[4] KIM S E,HAN J K. Efficient motion estimation using a modified early
termination algorithm in H. 264 [ J]. IEICE Trans on Information
and Systems,2005,E88-D(7) :1707-1715.

[5] SARWER M G,WU Q M J. Adaptive variable block-size early motion
estimation termination algorithm for H. 264/AVC video coding stan-
dard[J].
nology,2009,19(8) :1196-1201.

[6] ISMAILY, McNEELY J, SHAABAN M, et al. A generalized fast mo-

IEEE Trans on Circuits and Systems for Video Tech-

tion estimation algorithm using external and internal stop search tech-
niques for H.264 video coding standard[ C]//Proc of IEEE Interna-
tional Symposium on Circuits and Systems. 2008 :3574-3577.

[7] YAMADA T, IKEKAWA M, KURODA 1. Fast and accurate motion
estimation algorithm by adaptive search range and shape selection
[ C]//Proc of IEEE International Conference on Acoustics, Speech,
and Signal Processing. 2005 : 11 /897- 11 /900.

[8] HONG M C,OH H H. JVT-B022, range decision for motion estima-
tion of VCEG-N33[S].2002.

[9] XU Xiao-zhong, HE Yun. JVT-Q088, modification of dynamic search
range for JVT[ S].2005.

[10] PARK K S,KIM M J,CHO J H,et al. Search range selection method
to reduce the complexity in H.264[ C]//Proc of International Confer-
ence on Advanced Language Processing and Web Information Tech-

nology. Washington DC:IEEE Computer Society,2008 :230-234.



